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APPENDIX,   of our allies, and involve our government in  constant
embarrassment.
Neither can the court admit that the cases of the
private creditors of the Indian states are such as to call
for the interposition of the supreme authority, even if
it could be afforded without gross injustice to those
states, and the greatest embarrassment and discredit to
ourselves. When an individual contracts pecuniary
engagements in a foreign country, he subjects himself,
quoad those transactions, to the laws and usages of that
country, to which, if he be injured, he must apply for
redress. It is no sufficient answer to this argument,
that the law or the usages of the foreign country are
defective, since an individual must be presumed to have
informed himself upon points of that nature before he
invested his property. The rates of interest observed in
all the transactions in question are such as would neither
have been paid nor demanded without extraordinary
risk; and it seems to us to be most unreasonable to
expect that the British government should use its
power to favour the pretensions of individuals to all the
advantages, and to relieve them from all the risk and
disadvantages of such speculations.
It can scarcely be necessary for us to point out, that a
resolution now to interfere would be very inconsistent
with the invariable practice of the court, which has
received the sanction of successive Boards of Commis-
sioners for the affairs of India. If the cause of the
Lucknow bankers is to be taken up as you propose
it should be, what can the court say to the represen-
tatives of Sir Harry Darell, or to those of Colonel
Frith, Major Webber, Captain Edwards, and many
others, on whose behalf the British government, when
solicited, has refused to lend its good offices with the
vizier ? or, how will it be possible to resist the multi-